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Background 

• Source of Funds: Surdna Foundation 

• Objective: Introduce Economic Development 
and Equity into PlanMaryland 

• Project Partners: 

– Central Maryland Transportation Alliance 

– Jobs Opportunity Task Force 

– BRIDGE 

– 1000 Friends of Maryland 

– Maryland Department of Planning 

 



SEED Partners 

• Project Deliverables: 

– Challenges and Opportunities for Economic 
Prosperity in the 21st Century 

– The Poor, the Unemployed, the Overburdened, but 
not Forgotten 

– Beyond Smart Growth: An Economic 
Development Strategy for 21st Century Maryland 

– Placing Jobs: Good Planning Promotes Economic 
Development 

 



Key Findings 

• Over the long run, the Maryland Economy 
continues to perform well, but 

– Growth has slowed substantially in recent years 

– Inequality continues to rise 

– Prosperity varies extensively by region 

– Housing affordability remains a pervasive 
problem 

– Traffic congestion will continue to rise 

– The Maryland economy of the future is likely to 
look a lot like it looks now. 

 

 

 

 



Over the Long Run the Maryland 

Economy has performed well, but 



Growth of the Maryland 

Economy has Slowed Recently 



Inequality Continues to Rise 



The Poor in Maryland are Disproportionately: minority 

and live in FHH, in BACI, BACO, MOCO, and PGCO 
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Total Population by Race & Sub-Region: Baltimore-Washington Region 

Hispanic or Latino

Asian American

Black (Non-Hispanic)

White (Non-Hispanic)

Woods and Poole 

Welcome the Multicultural Suburbs 

Demographics 



Housing  Affordability Continues 

to Decline 



Traffic Congestion will Continue 

to Rise 



Congestion Worsens Almost Everywhere 

Source: MSTM 



Genuine Progress is Rising More 

Slowly than GDP 



Maryland is Likely to Sustain its 

Current Relative Strengths 

{ 



Recommendations 

• Capitalize on Enduring Strengths 

 

– Grow or maintain federal government 
employment 

– Use transportation investments to stimulate 
economic growth 

– Embrace diversity 



Recommendations 

• Address Persistent Weaknesses 

– Improve tax and regulatory environment 

– Support diverse and growing industries 

– Address regional economic disparities 

– Provide affordable housing in high opportunity 
areas 

– Use prices to help manage road capacity 

– Assess the state’s economic infrastructure 

– Track the consumption of ecosystem services 

– Update the states land use planning tools 

– Integrate economic development with smart 
growth 
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